Speech delivered by Dr. Rami Ranger MBE, Chairman, The British Sikh Association at the Vaisiakhi function on the 25th April 2008.

Hon. Minister Tony McNulty MP, Lord Sheikh, Lord Parekh, Mr. Virendra Sharma MP and distinguished guests; ladies and gentlemen I am delighted to welcome you to the Vaisakhi celebrations being hosted by the British Sikh Association. 

 

It is on Vaisakhi Day that the brotherhood of the Khalsa was established in 1699 by the 10th Guru, Gobind Singh ji in order to defend the basic human rights of people who were facing oppression and tyranny simply because of their faiths by the then Mogul Emperor Aurangzeb.

 

I shudder to think what would have been our future if it was not for the brotherhood of Khalsa. We are thankful to Guru Gobind Singh Ji for transforming our lives.

 

Religion now has a new meaning in this ever shrinking world where we are increasingly becoming interdependent on people from different faiths to lead our lives.

 

Hardly a day goes by when we do not deal with people who are not from our faith.

 

We all love our religion like we love our parents whether they are poor or rich, perfect or not so perfect. 

 

In the times of our need we turn to religion as we turn to our parents. As time goes by we develop a unique bond and relationship with our faith as we do with our parents. 

 

Once we start respecting other faiths, we will automatically attract respect for our faith. We have no choice in which religion we are born in to, but we do have a choice how we treat each other.

 

Tonight, some of you from different faiths have come to honour us and by doing so, you are honouring your own faith which has taught you to respect other faiths. 

 

The British Sikh Association in line with the teachings of our Gurus has taken patrons from every faith to show that religion must unite and not divide.

 

Any religion which promotes division cannot serve mankind as a whole. 

 

Our founder Guru Nanak Dev Ji travelled the length and breadth of India and beyond in search of truth. 

 

In the end he came to the conclusion that no one has a monopoly over truth. 

 

That is why Sikhs have been taught to adopt the teaching of all faiths which helps attain a life of high morals and ideals.

 

Our holy book contains teachings of Muslim and Hindu scholars as well as from people of higher and lower castes to show that Sikhism is an all inclusive religion.

 

It believes that all religions are equal and if practiced in the correct spirit, can lead to salvation.

 

Tonight you will take home in your goodie bag a booklet showing how the Guru Granth Sahib, our Holy Book was compiled with the help of teachings of people from different faiths and social status. 

 

Equality for women is enshrined in our teachings. Our founder said,” Why consider women inferior when they give birth to prophets and kings?”

 

Conversion is forbidden as our Gurus said that God does not believe in people wearing labels. He is only interested in a person’s deeds.

 

There is no need to waste time in performing rituals; instead time should be used to benefit fellow human beings through our actions. Those who contribute little in this world cannot expect a pie in the sky. 

 

As a result of our teachings, Sikhs are the most successful and prosperous community in the world. 

 

You will never find a beggar who is a Sikh. 

 

The latest figures from the Office of National Statistics show that over 82% of British Sikhs own their own homes followed by the long established and extremely high achieving Jewish community.

 

This just shows that Sikhs are an asset to Britain and the world.

 

I am indebted to Tony Mc Nulty who is the Minister for Security, Counter Terrorism and Policing for taking time out of his busy schedule to grace this occasion. We call him 3 in 1 Minister. Thank you, Tony for keeping our country safe and secure. 

 

Tony is the Member of Parliament from Harrow West. He won by a majority of 5000 votes.

 

I am glad to say that all these were Indian votes. His popularity amongst the Indians has grown so much that he could easily be a Minister of India.  Tony, I am told that the pay in India is low and the workload very high, so you are better off here, amongst us Brits.

 

I am also indebted to Lord Sheikh, one of our patrons whose roots are from the holy city of Amritsar. He is passionate about inter faith dialogue and was the first Muslim peer in the Conservative Party.  Thank you, Lord Sheikh for promoting tolerance in our society.

 

We are grateful to Dr. Ashraf Chohan, Member Punjab Assembly Pakistan for working hard to improve visa for Hindu and Sikh pilgrims to Pakistan through his good offices.

  

We honour Mr. Bobby Grewal, Chairman of the India Association for his charitable work.

His great walk from one end of India to the other raised £100k for research into AIDS and Cancer in the UK. He will walk again on June the 4th from the Scottish Parliament to the British Parliament in order to raise money to support research in to the cure for Bowel Cancer in Britain. This shows Sikhs are also loyal to their adopted country Britain.

 

Please enjoy the rest of the evening. Thank you.

