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.

Your Excellency, High Commissioner of India, Nalin Surie Ji, Mr. Virendra Sharma MP, Mr Stephen Pound MP, Vice Chancellor Dr. Sukhbir Kapoor, Minister Coordination, Mr Asif Ibrahim, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.

 

It is my proud privilege to welcome you to this auspicious day, when we are celebrating the birth of our founder, Guru Nanak Dev Ji and at the same time, the 12th Anniversary of the World Sikh University. 

 

It is a matter of pride that the World Sikh University, in just 12 years has gone from strength to strength and has become a world class institution. 

 

The credit must go to the dynamic Vice Chancellor, Dr. Sukhbir Singh Kapoor and his team, led by Dr. Madhavi Amdekar, Dilip Amdekar, Jagjit Kaur Sirha and Harmit Singh Sirha. 

 

We owe them a great deal for promoting the teachings of our founder. 

 

Our founder, when He embarked upon giving us new directions, knew that this religion must be able to deal with the ever changing world. 

 

He gave us an all inclusive religion which embraces the teachings of other faiths and at the same time discriminates against none. 

 

His message was simple, we are all children of ONE God and as a result, we are all equal regardless of our religion or gender.  

 

He was particularly concerned about the treatment of women in society at that time. 

 

He realized that those who treat women as inferior, in fact become inferior themselves, simply because, we are judged by the company we keep.  

 

He enshrined equality for women in our faith over 500 years ago. 

 

He was of the opinion that the role of religion is to unite and not to divide mankind. 

 

For this reason, he was against conversion. 

 

He did not even ask his closest followers Bala, a Hindu and Mardana a Muslim to convert, instead he asked them to be good Hindu and Muslim but always lead a life of high morals and ideals.

 

He said that the deeds of a person are more important to God, than any rituals or religious labels. 

 

Our founder was against human oppression in any shape or form.  

 

He believed that if people are suppressed, either by state or religion, then they cannot develop wholesomely and as a result, will not be able to contribute effectively to benefit society as a whole. 

 

He further challenged the authority of those who considered it to be their divine right to preach and pray. 

 

He advocated that everyone can connect with their maker anywhere and at anytime without the help of a middleman, simply because our link with our maker is always direct. 

 

In many ways, our founder was ahead of his time.

 

He knew that  the world is ONE big happy family and we must learn to live and work with people of different faiths. 

 

He knew that in order to live happily we must respect each others faith. 

 

He gave us a simple choice, either we live in harmony or consume ourselves in hatred.

 

We are witnessing how some, who have been taught to hate their fellow humans are turning this beautiful world into a living hell for others as well as for themselves. 

 

So, His message is very clear – we must consider ourselves as children of One God and love one another even when we do not follow the same faith or wear the same clothes or eat the same food. 

 

Finally, in line with the teachings of our founder, we must work hard for our success and also share our fortune with those who are less fortunate than us to make this world a happier place for every one.

 

 

Thank you.

